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Violet (with an inspired poetic sequel interpolated)
" Original lyrics and music by © 1985 Cho, Dong-jin.2

When I first met you, you were a little girl,

a violet in your hair, and you beamed and told me,
“I long to fly far away, like a bird.”

Mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm

When I met you again, you had grown so honestly worn,

a bead of sweat on your brow, and, with a faint smile, you sighed,
“Even the smallest things move me to tears.”

Mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm

[When I saw you one day, you looked so gracefully warm,

the lovely moonlight over the garden, and you breathed words of reverence,
“I long to linger on as your scent.”

Mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm)

When I saw you for the last time, you looked so peaceful,

a wistful gaze far beyond the window, and, with a serene smile, you whispered,
“I wish to remain awake even in the deepest night.”

Mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm mm
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2 This version was translated and augmented by Hun Myoung Park, who was in-
spired by the original masterpiece. The stanza enclosed in brackets [...] is an inde-
pendent poetic interpolation written by the translator.
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